ERIC STEELE

£ fety you Build a rnlroad e the maantnes, yoa irmpase steel and the

machai: on he nalumd erivironmmeni=—and the eiwroarmenl imposes
! ypon the rilroad, Thenss aYm and a Yaag ™

These arn tha words of T Stoek, whoss welded stoel sculplums sug
gest lotems, skyscrapars. mowmians, and more. Sieele s3vs that he's "oon
crzd with by Ble retates to thae Bult ervirgnmant,” aad woll the way thal
"mmiction Buts up against hard-edgmd strecture” He calls steel the "guentes
senfial malenal of tha sngqineered b sovronmant, Bub also the mest mal
| and Torgeing ™ WWe Soe thas i big work, wiesh 15 Both muscular and
wviFnerabls

Sealing e sculplures (o his boy, theartist seeks lengths of square stee
e i varlicad clustess, (han attaches the constructon 1o a flat stael haze
and jaggedy cubs the lop ol each fength aof Deba, Wk 2 welding tarch, he
makes rtegular Spamngs ey face of Tha sodpluma and newer mmoves
drips and lumps <f mollen metal. Th resall g rough-edged wosk That Seems
semiEhaw [RnssaneEnt

Telerm 20061 15 & G0-nch-hagh piece Chal suggests Morthawest Coasl
sculptung, but also Chisago's Sears lower, Accoading 1o Steele, the bindled
steel wbes m Tolem recall Fagur Khans famad wbe stuciu@l minovatkans
thatl made possiben e Sears lower and otber madern bigh rise buikangs

% shim, and constructed frem square ubes of dilfenng deemetes, Todem
has a steedy central elemend thal joms i1s Boflom and 1op The ight changes
Bath ingide and olilsige vwheh a vievoer walks avalind the sculpluie. 115 sar
lace 15 ar untmished satry goay, which makes the piece saam safter than
el 15, In thes weayy, the artist humandnzs 8 bard struciure

Muangshan Perks [2008) rmcalls the mowmtams n Chinesse scrol paet
ngs, alse tha real thing, whish Sleele saw on hes raveds Theas Z3-mch-high
work s fye saparate vertecal usters of steol fube, with the smalest and
skmmest 3 the fronl=and the talkst and bapvees in he reas BEach clustes
hies A Base whosae irregulas outhnes suggest bodies of water FIal shapas
wlchicd 1o The tops of the chistars echo the bases and ook ke cleuds

Slaele has taken greal care with spaceng the five unils of Huangshan
Fraks 5ol Becomas a Spaceaus landscape, 4% wath Tebem, the ght changos
riside and oulsate the stee! tubes as one wals arpund this scuiplige-—and
1he finish soltens

EXHBITICN: Fotemn, 1008, Yenlded sz tube, 0210 140 950 x 14 5 B in. wathout bazsl
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